Holy Trinity, Drewsteignton 8 Sept 2024
Genesis 1; John 1.1-18

REFLECTIONS FOR CREATION-TIDE

Father Lord of all creation;

Before the world began;

Alleluia sing to Jesus;

All creatures of our God and King.
INTRODUCTION

Thanks to Chris; explain background; Sandy; poetry; God, Humanity & Cosmos
Creation-tide—two amazing readings, first chapters of OT & NT—in 10-12 mins?!
Both designed to answer some of our basic questions:
e Why is there anything rather than nothing?
e Who or what made the universe? How do its parts relate to each other?
e What about life on this planet — vegetation, fish, animals, humans?
e Why are we in two genders? How are we supposed to view or relate to
each other, the rest of the world, and to God, and what are we to do?
e And why does it go wrong, why is it a mess, pain and suffering?
Allin 10-12 mins?!! Refer you to Chris’ writings, esp Groaning, Glory, poems.
| am a biblical scholar, just going to comment on those two amazing readings,
to give some reflections on the biblical text, rather than a traditional sermon.

1 OT READING

Background: Genesis as part of Pentateuch — 5 Books of Moses. Complex
history of how it was all put together. Scholarly consensus is that the oldest
layer was written around 950BC, not long after the period of David and
Solomon, and in Greek terms, the fall of Troy. Like the Homeric poems, the first
drafts of the stories of the patriarchs may well contain older oral material that
goes back several centuries before the first attempts at writing, but, also like
the Homeric poems, it all went through various revisions before reaching
something like its final form around 500BC, the same time as Homer and
Classical Athens. But it is different from other ancient creation legends, most
about sex and violence of the gods producing the world! It even reflects what
modern scientists think is the order in which things came into being. But it is

1



not what we would call history (any more than the lliad and Odyssey) and it is
certainly not a scientific text book about how the universe was created — but it
is magnificent literature. Restaurant at the End of the Universe comparison. So
| take Genesis as ‘literally true’, not scientifically or historically true, but true to
its literary form, a great work of theological insight and poetry designed to
provide some answers to the greatest questions of human existence. Look at its
simple poetic form, arranged around seven days (not meant to be 24 hours,
given that the sun and moon are not created until the fourth day!).

And so it begins simply, ‘In the beginning” D'07X 812 N'WiN13, or Ev apx(
€noinoev 0 Be0¢ the heavens and the earth. Explain Greek LXX = NT’s Bible

Gen. 1:1 In the beginning when God created? the heavens and the earth, % the
earth was a formless void (1021 1NN ) and darkness covered the face of the deep
(okoTog emavw th¢ aBuocou), while a wind (n41 — also breath and spirit) from
God“ swept over the face of the waters. *> Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. (compare modern Big Bang — massive explosion of light) 4
And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. > God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. (Refrain — poem)

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome (V' otepéwpa firmness, firmament, =
solid land, with Sky above and water above and below — air and water, the
necessity of life) in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8
God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the
second day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one
place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 1° God called the dry land
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw
that it was good. ! Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the
seed in it.” And it was so. ** The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And
God saw that it was good. ¥ And there was evening and there was morning,
the third day. Still following the basic order that we know from science, the
formation of the solid globe of the earth, seas and dry land forming, with
vegetation and fruits being the first to appear
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14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and
years, 1> and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth.” And it was so. ' God made the two great lights—the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. !’ God set
them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 8 to rule over the day
and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw
that it was good. ¥° And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth
day. Interesting that we only get sun and moon and stars at this point — but
again, unlike other ancient myths who thought that these heavenly bodies
were the gods, whereas here they are just Gods lights in the sky!

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 2! So God created the
great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw
that it was good. % God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 22 And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. Then life begins ‘in the waters’
as the seas bring forth living creatures in the seas, the land and the air

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it
was so. > God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle
of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And
God saw that it was good. Note the shift from wild animals to domesticated
beasts to help and feed humankind

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind® in our image, according to our
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,”
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27 So God created humankind® in his image, (b8 / dvBpwrov genderless)

Beo0 - according to the Icon of God, representation, image, computer)

male and female he created them. (N2p21 121, zakhar ve negevah,
apoev kat BfAu both genders needed to make humankind in God’s image)
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion (171 n¥12 kavash ve radah ,
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KaTakuplevoate authig kal dpxete dominion, not domination, act as ‘lord’
‘ruling’ over the world like God’s agent, not destroying it, but like farmer ‘tilling
and keeping’ it as in Gen 2) over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” % God said, “See, |
have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth,
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 3° And to
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, | have given every
green plant for food.” And it was so. 3! God saw everything that he had made,
and indeed, it was very good (Txn 1iL tov meodh, poetic assonance again, KaAd
Alav, refrain changes, only becomes ‘very’ good after creation of human beings
to look after it — cp previous refrains about being ‘good’). And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Gen. 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their
multitude. 2 And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done,
and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the
work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens
and the earth when they were created.

So it goes on in Genesis 2 to a more detailed account of the creation of the
man and the woman (Adam — human, and Evah — life, from his side) and in
Genesis 3 to an explanation about why things go wrong and why the man
blames the woman (whom GOD gave him anyway!), and the woman blames
the snake in the grass . . .

Do you see what | mean about it being an extraordinarily beautiful and poetic
account designed to help us with all our basic questions about existence and
meaning, rather than a simplistic physics text book.

Hugely influential and absolutely basic piece of human literature — even if
inspired by God the Holy Spirit.

2 NT READING One of the most important later works it influenced is
the beginning of John’s gospel, which echoes it in so many ways — look at
briefly. It not only repeats and reflects Gen 1 and its story of the creation of
everything, but it also shows how God takes responsibility for what he had
created, including the mess, and the pain and suffering by coming to live
among his created beings, pitching tent/tabernacle on the human journey.



John 1:1 In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. 2 He was in
the beginning with God. 2 All things
_ through him, and
without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into
being % in him was life,” and the life
was the light of all people. °® The
light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. 7 He came as
a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. ®
He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. ® The
true light, which enlightens every-
one, was coming into the world.?

He was in the world, and -
came into being through him; yet

the world did not know him. 1 He

own people did not accept him.
(Programmatic) 2 But to all who
received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become
children of God, ** who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of

John1:1  Ev dpxii Qv 0 Adyoc, kal
& AOYOC AV TtPOC TOV BedVY, Kal B¢
AV 6 Adyoc. 2 00Toc NV &V &pxii Tpog
ToV Bgbv. 3 ndvta SU avtol éyéveto,
Kal xwplg autold €yEveto oUOE Ev. O
yéyovev 4 év auTt® Twn AV, Kal 1) {wr
(= EVE) fiv 10 dGig thv avBpainwv: ®
Kal T0 WG €v T} okotia Ppaivel, kal
N okotia auTto oU KatEAaPev.

6 Eyéveto avOpwmog, AmeoTAAUEVOG
nopd B=ol, dvopa avT® Twavvng ’
oUutoc NABeV eic paptupiav iva
uoptupnon nept 1ol pwtog, iva
MAVTEC TioteVowoty 8U avtod. 8
oUK RV €KEWVOC TO dMC, GAN va
uoptupnon nept 1ol pwtog.

9°Hv 16 $p&C TO AANBWVAY, 6 dwTilel
niavta GvBpwrov, EPXOUEVOV Eig TOV
kOopOV. 10 év T¢) KOOHW AV, Kal O
KOopog U autol €yEveTto, kal O
KOOMOC aUTOV oUK éyvw. ! eic T&
{51 N\Bev, Kal ot I5LoL alTOV o
nopéhaBov. 12 dool 5¢ ElaBov
aUToV, E6wkKev aUTolc £€ouaiav
Tékva B0l yeveéoBal, ToliC
TILOTEVOUOLY £i¢ TO Bvopa altod, 13
ol oUK €€ alpatwv oUSE €k
BeAUATOG CaPKOC OVSE €K
BeAnpatog avdpog aAN’ €k Beol
€yevvnonoav.

14 Kaii 6 A6yog 0aipg évEvero kol
_ €V NUIV, Kal €Beacapeda
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(John testified to him and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He
who comes after me ranks ahead of
me because he was before me.””)

16 From his fullness we have all
received, grace upon grace.

17 The law (= Veuch) indeed was
given through Moses; grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ.

8 No one has ever seen God. It is
God the only Son,“ (only ‘God’) who
is close to the Father’s heart,” who
has made him known.

151wavvnc paptupel mept abtod Kal
kéKpayev Aéywv: oUToC AV OV eUToV"
0 OMiow HoU €PXOUEVOC EUTIPOCOEY
OV yéyovev, OTL TpGITAC Hou Nv. 1
OTL €Kk ToU MANpwWHATOC aUToD NUELS
TIAvVTeC EAABopEV Kal xaptv Avtl
xaptrog' 7 6t 6 vopocg S
MwUo€wc €600n, 1 XApLS KAl N
aAnBeta dta’Incod Xplotold €yeveto.
18 bV 0UBELC EWPOKEV TWTOTE
LIOVOYEVNG BEOG 0 WV £i¢ TOV KOATIOV
100 MmaTpog EKElVoC E€nynoarto.
Exegesis — leading out, explaining or
interpreting God.

John 1 not only repeats and reflects Gen 1 and its story of the creation of
everything, but it also shows how God takes responsibility for what he had
created, including the mess, and the pain and suffering, by entering into it,
coming to live among his created beings, pitching tent/tabernacle on the

human journey.

CONCLUSION

e Why is there anything rather than nothing?

e Who or what made the universe? How do its parts relate to each other?
God caused everything to come into being — and it is all good

e What about life on this planet — vegetation, fish, animals, humans?
It is all interlinked — and humans make it ‘very good’

e Why are we in two genders? How are we supposed to view or relate to
the rest of the world, and each other, and God, and what are we to do?
Human beings in an intermediate position between creation and God, between
physical and spiritual, co-creators with God, and need each other (man and
woman) to reflect the ‘imago Dei’, all for the purposes of dominion, not
domination = to care for the universe, for each other, for creatures, for planet,

e And why does it go wrong, why is it a mess, pain and suffering
Gen 1-3 reveals the Massive effect of human beings, sin and selfishness, doing
opposite of what God tells us — but not a full or perfect answer.



NT/Jn 1 repeats it but goes further, and tells us how the Creator takes some
responsibility by coming to live among us as a human being, to share our
suffering existence, to show us his love and a better way, and that he took upon
himself the worst of human behaviour, and absorbed it into himself, rather
than retaliate, and we are called to do the same, be like him.

As for deeper answers to these questions —ask Chris! Doxology

Collect

Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth

and made us in your own image:

teach us to discern your hand in all your works

and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things,

now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION Prayers of Penitence

Let us confess our greed and repent of the ways
in which we have damaged God’s good creation:

We confess to you our lack of care for the world you have given us.
Lord have mercy.
All Lord have mercy.

We confess to you our selfishness in not sharing the earth’s bounty fairly.
Christ have mercy.
All Christ have mercy.

We confess to you our failure to protect the environment.
Lord have mercy.
All Lord have mercy.

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your sins,
and restore you in his image to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. All Amen.



Prayer after Communion Silence is kept.

Creator God,

send your Holy Spirit to renew this living world,
that the whole creation,

in its groaning and striving,

may know your loving purpose

and come to reflect your glory;

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



